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On 28, 29, and 30 April, the Soviet-controlled German radio and press, as well
as Noscow itself, devoies attention to Soviet activities allegedly aimed at improving
the living standards of the population in the Soviet scne of Germamy. Reports of
grain and fertilizer imports from the USSR, of imminent improvement in the sﬁpply of
fats, and of ,an "ensured" meat supply evoke anthusiaaﬁc reaction on the part of Soviet

rone's German press and radio.

Aleo reported is a contemplated two-year "German Plan,® to be realized .1n 1949
and 1950, whose alm is "to abolish the rationing of all f‘bodstuffs, with the exception
of fat and meat¥ which will 'wo&bly come off the ration after three years.® . "These
aims,® -says & Berlin commentator, "are not merely empty speculations....®; and thaj ere
also underlined by one of the May Day slogens for German workers: "Produde more,
distribute justly, live better.® '

8.  40,000-Ton Grain Import From the USSR: On 28 md 29 April, the Berlin radio
reports that, according to Marshal Sokolovsky, "during the second quarter of 1948 -
. 20,000 tons of bread grain and 20,000 tons of fodder graim will be imported from the

Soviet Union into the Soviet zone of Germany. These grain supplies will be paid
during 1 the vt of induatrial products from the Soviet sons.? (Berlin,

in German, 28 April 1948

On 29 April 1948, the Berlin radio proclaims that "the most :Llportant event reported

in today's press-is the delivery of Soviet grain to the Soviet zone." The Berlin

paper NACHTEXPRESS is quoted as the first one to.comment on the deliveries: ©The decisive
factor is that tbey are not 1i.nked with any conditions excesding those normally
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connected vith financizl trenstctions of thie «ind"; "the eredit will be short-ters,
to be re-psid uuring 1948-49 through goode." ‘

Thus, the peper stresses, "the Soviet method provides en impulse for Germsn industry
which thus cen extend its proauction volume of finighed goods." 1n contirsst, teking

a shot &t the warshell Plan trestment of other countriee, "it ie most unlikely that
the U.E. will accept finished goods in settlement® for ite food deliveries vhich "sre
made under conditions vhich interfere with the production &né economic policy of the
debtor countries. The Soviet partners did not for = moment entertain eny fesr of a
potential Germen competition." (Berlin, in German, 29 April 1948

Berlin comsentator Gessner stresses that the grein derl merke the beginning of @
resuler exchsnge of industrisl products from the Germesn side ageinst food from the
BESR. (Berlin, in Gerwan, 29 April l948§

b. Fertilizer Import f the USSR: The Berlin radio also reports that
during the second cusrter of 1948, 40,000 tons of fertilizer are to be imported from
the Soviet Union to help the Germans intensify sgricultural cultivation. NACHIXPRESE,
discussing this promised delivery, says that the fertilizer import, together with

"the switch~over of the Leuna Torks from the production of synthetic fuel to thet of
nitrogenous fertilizers us well as the production of lime production, mesnt thet we
cen obtein the urgently recuired nitrates without being compelled to import them from
overseas st prices which we cannot afford. Thus, an avoldsble gap hes been filled
without incurring any debts, the settlement of vhich would be bound to cause ue serious
difficulties.” (Berlin, in Germun, 29 April 1948) '

But Berlin's commentator Gessner warns the Germen population that in spite of thie
Ruesisn help, the "present misery" can only be overcome by . German efforts; end

he sdvicee mgainet relisnce on "that ominous foreign sid which, in the long run, elvays
costs too deerly.” 1t would also be shortsighted, he says, to imegine thet grein «nd
fertilizer deliveries will remove all difficulties. The Soviet promiee does not
relieve the pogulation of its duty to go ell out in viorking for e good grein harvest;
the promised cuentities will not be large enough "to meke good eny deflcit due to our
own shortcomings.® (Berlin, in Germen, 29 April 1948)

c. Tide-Over Until Harvest; Mest Supply MEnsured": TASE, cuoting the Soviet-
controlled Germen ADN news agency, seys that the Director of the Board for £upply
and Trade recently told the German Economic Commission of the Soviet zone that
netocke of bremd and other foodstuffs sre sufficient until mid-September.™ Mext
supplied, he esdded, will be "ensured for the population of the zone beginning 30
Junet; end fat supplies will also be "considerably improved."” fHe aleo is seld to
hsve pointed to the prospects for a "fine harvest" which, if reslized, will permit
"potato, sugar and breed retione for certeln categories of workers (to bg raised.”
(1aSS, in Englich to North Americe, 30 April 1948)

d. End of Rationing Foreseen Under "Germsn Plsn® Inviesged by iershsl Sokoloveiy:
Tiding Soviet zone living conditions over the summer wonthe until the next hsrvest,
says Gessner, was also the main subject of & conference between wershal Sokolovsky
and SED chasirmen Pieck and Grotewohl, the outcome of which wes the promise of the
sbove-reported grain and fertilizer deliveries. Another outcome, of a more long-
term range, wes & two-year plan, a "German Plen,® which is "still in the draft stage,
hovwever, end will have to be worked out within the next eix months, to be reslized
during 1949-50.%" CSays Gesener:

%] cen say already todsy, though, that it is the gim of this plan to sbolish
the rationing of all foodstuffs with the exception of fet end meet. Rkith regard

to the latter products it is probable that they will come off the ration after
three years." (Soviet-controlled Berlin, in Germen, 29 April 1948) :

Independent of these plans, however, and provided the hervest is at leest normal, the
comuentator ascures his audience that the esstern zone can expect an increase of
certein food rstions this sutumn. But he varns that while these sims zre not merely
empty speculetions requiring "dollar or ruble aid,"” their renlization neverthelees
demands wholehearted efforts by. everybody end will enteil some sscrifice. and
although progress can only be greduel, "we have sufficient confidence in our capacity
and industry to sey even now that we chill reach thege aims." .
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